A research and training needs assessment of Florida's mental health system.
The authors conducted an assessment of mental health training, consultation, and research needs in Florida. The purpose was to document the current training, consultation, and information needs within the mental health care delivery system. The data collection included a six-page, self-administered mail questionnaire and a structured telephone interview of selected key informants throughout the state. The questions on the survey instrument asked for background information on the respondents as well as their training and research priorities for mental health services. Accountability procedures, financing issues, and clinical diagnostic and assessment techniques were among the most frequently rated priorities for training and research. Results are discussed with emphasis on the statewide dissemination of study findings, a national standardization of the needs assessment process, and the importance of systematic decision-making for administrators in the mental health service delivery system.